TERMS DEFINED

RELATIONSHIP: CHURCH AND “THE KINGDOMS”

KINGDOM OF GOD

OLD TESTAMENT | CHRISTI CHURCH | TRIBULATION IMESSIANIC KINGDOMI

Roughly 4,000 Years App. 33 Years Unknown Duration 7 Years (Da.9:24-27) 1,000 Years (Re.20)

* Though the church is not * Christ  The Church is entirely a * Daniel’s 70th * The is the fulfillment
Israel, we value from their spoke of new part of God’s plan. week (Da.9:24-27) of the promises God
spiritual lessons. Paul ~ the church =~ This constitutes its mystery It begins with the made with David
taught that the things written as in the form (Ep.2:11-16). signing of the (1s.9:3-7; 11:1-10;
in the Old Testament were future * NT believers are known peace treaty, not Je.33:15-17,21;
examples (types) for our (Mt.16:18; as the body and bride of the rapture. Am.9:11).
admonition (1C0.10:11; 18:17). Christ. * This period will last
Ro.15:4). for 1,000 years

* The Church did not exist in where Christ will
the OT period. It was vaguely KINGDOM OF HEAVEN rule over the entire

foreshadowed in types, but . : . earth (Ac.15:14-16;
never directly pregigted. » The KOH involves both professing and true believers. CI.3:4().

* The reference to “the church * The KOTS Charzcter(;zed.lby v;hea_t fn.d tares; f * This is not the
[ekKlesia] in the wilderness” representing good and evil, and exists in mystery form KOH or KOG

. ; Mt.13). i
(Ac.7:38), calls attention to . ( . . . though itis a
Israel as God’s “called out’ The KOH is the earthly phase of the universal Kingdom sub-set of the KOG.

people and divine channel of God.

ETERNITY PAST

Creation (Ge.1)
Rapture
(1Th.4:13-18)

12-13; Lk.16:16

Pentecost (Ac.2

Second Coming

of Christ (Re.19)
ETERNITY FUTURE

John the Baptist

(Mt.11

Christ delivers the Kingdom
to the Father (1C0.15:28)

Rejection

: » The KOH merges with the KOG when Christ delivers up
\ of redemption. the Kingdom of God to the Father (1C0.15:24-28). )

3 “Kingdoms” used in Scripture: (1) Kingdom of God; (2) Kingdom of Heaven; (3) Messianic Kingdom

OLD TESTAMENT PERIOD — Believers during this period are known as “the friends of the Bridegroom” (Jn.3:29). They are not
a part of the Church which begins later in time (Mt.16:18; 18:17).

KINGDOM OF GOD — The rule of God over all creation and creatures extending from eternity past to eternity future. It is both
physical and spiritual. In its spiritual aspect it is entered only by the new birth (Jn.3).

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN — The period from the rejection of Christ till His Second Coming. It is the earthly phase of the Kingdom of
God, and exists in mystery form (Mt.13). It is the present external form of the earthly Messianic Kingdom to come. This
is true on the earth now while the King (Christ) is in Heaven waiting to return and initiate the Messianic Kingdom (Lk.19:12).

CHURCH — The Church is God’s corporate witness in the world to the salvation message of grace, and the organic body for
believers. The Church was unknown to the OT prophets (Ep.3:1-10; Ro.16:25-26; CIl.1:24-27). This is what constitutes it as
a mystery where both Jews and Gentiles (Ep.2:11-16) would be members of “the body of Christ” (1C0.12:27; Ep.4:12). The
church is a “sub-set” within the Kingdom of God.

MESSIANIC KINGDOM — The period of 1,000 years (Re.20) where Christ will rule on earth after His Second Coming. This fulfills
the many OT promises of a reign by Israel's Messiah. This period is distinct from the Kingdom of God and Kingdom of Heaven.
This Messianic kingdom is a sub-set of the Kingdom of God.
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