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Upon the death of the original land
owner, the land inheritance will pass
in the following order:

The Law did not clearly provide for a widow to inherit. However, this law was
not rigidly followed. An example would be Naomi (the widow of Elimelech) in
the book of Ruth. She had legal rights of the land of her deceased husband,
and could realize money from it. Ruth was the widow of Elimelech's son
Mahlon which gave her legal rights as well.

From the standpoint of the Law, What right did Naomi have to sell her husband's
land as her own property?

The Law of inheritance did not determine the time when such a possession
should pass to the relatives of the deceased.If the man has no son, then it goes to

his daughter

If the man has no daughter, then it
goes to his brothers

If the man has no brothers, then it
goes to his next of kin

Original Land Owner Wife (Widow)

• Immediately after the death of the owner
• Not until the death of the widow who was left behind.

The established custom was that the widow remained in possession of the property
as long as she lived. During that length of time, she had the right to sell the property
in case of need. Selling land in Israel is more like a lease, where the land could be
used to make money by the new occupants. This was not an actual transfer of title.
It was selling the rights to the yearly produce. All land was returned to the original
owners at the year of Jubilee.

Strictly speaking, since the land of Elimelech should have passed down to his sons,
Mahlon and Chilion, but they died also. The land legally could go to Oprah (who
disqualified herself staying in Moab) or to Ruth. Boaz posed this condition to the
nearer kinsman, that if he redeemed the field of Naomi, he must take Ruth also.

Now if the widow had possession, and sold it because of a need, a relation of her
husband could redeem it. It appears this duty included the care for the widow as
well. And if she was young enough, he could marry her, to let the first born son
inherit the property. This would perpetuate the name of the original owner who died.
It keeps the land in the same family.

TWO OPTIONS CONCERNING WHEN THE INHERITANCE PASSES DOWN:

HEBREW LINE OF INHERITANCE — Nu.27:8-11; 36:1-13
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• — receives a double portion of the inheritance, and serves as the father's heir. He will carry on the lineage of his father. The double portion of the
inheritance is essentially his share and his father's share. He usually does not receive his inheritance until the father dies.

•
• — she indirectly receives her share of the inheritance. She would receive her inheritance in the form of a dowry. Dowry is the money, goods, or

estate that a woman brings to her husband in marriage. The dowry should not be confused with a bride price, money or goods paid by the prospective groom
to the bride's parents in exchange for her hand in marriage. The dowry remains bound to her, but is used by her husband. Numbers 27 and 36 indicate that
daughters with no brothers may receive property as heirs, but only if they marry in the kinship.

• EXAMPLE: Prodigal Son (Lk.15:11-32). The younger gets his inheritance before his father dies. Elder son waits for his inheritance until his father dies.

Eldest Son

Daughter
Younger Son — may receive his share before the father dies, often when they get married.
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