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(18th Century) (Late 19th Century) (20th Century)(16-17th Century)

Human reasoning is seen as
the most reliable path toward
truth.

Human reasoning supplanted
faith as a more-sure path to
truth. The existence of God
and the authority of Scripture
begun to be openly questioned.

The existence of God is doubted
because He cannot be proven by
scientific methods. To have a working philosophy

for their thoughts and values,
they must create their own
truths based on what works for
them. There is an inherent
power in the nature of a strongly
held belief.

Only through
can we determine objective
truth.

scientific deduction Absolute truth cannot be known
through reason or science. Truth
is unknowable or non-existent.

is seen as more
reliable than reason.
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How Some Determine Truth


