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@ MEMORY VERSES

« Deuteronomy 6:4-5— ““Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORBNd thou shalt love the
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all tegul, and with all thy might.”

 John 10:30— “I and my Father are one”
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INTRODUCTION

The doctrine of the tri-unity is derived from mple passages throughout scripture. There are many,
categorically compared, passages that teach toisine. There is no verse in the Bible that uses th
word “trinity”, yet it is a Bible concept. It doe®t originate with human experience but with specia
revelation, that is, from the Bible.
If God is truly infinite we would expect that themduld be things about Him that we could not fully
understand. We cannot fully comprehend the “Triniby better “Tri-unity”. But we can apprehend the
basic concepts and show that they are not contaaglicThis is important at least because diligentlg
of tough issues in theology is often necessarpiwrevangelism.

Many illustrations have been used to help commueica

aspects of an infinite God to our finite minds. Exdes used

include: a) three tones blending into one cord bingle ray

of light, of three primary colors; c) water in tfeem of ice,

liquid, or steam. These may somewhat help, butvask at

best since we are using finite concepts to ex@aimfinite

God.

Those that do not compare scripture with scriptigat verses independently, and tend to explairyawa
the natural reading of the text. Thus they nevertsmv various pieces fit together. The Bible astea
suggests that there are three Persons in the Gabdhea

Definition
God is spirit (Ge.1:26; Jn.4:23-24). He is not mposite or compound Being. (In the Incarnation our

Lord became flesh, but the deity of the God-man akasys and only spirit).
The Father is God, the Son is God, and

the Holy Spirit is God. And yet they . .

are not three Gods, but one God. The ...What is God? ...Who is God?

one God exists in three distinct persons| We are attempting to We are attempting

(Du.6:4-5; Ja.2:19; Mt.28:19; define God's nature. to know the Person.

2C0.13:14). One God means that there | Common words used We could get one of

is numerically one nature or essence are, Essence, Being, three answers:

composed of divine attributes. Unit, Entity or Nature. Father, Son, Holy Spirit.
\___ = UNITY OF ESSENCE = PLURALITY OF PERSONS _J
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This is not an equal division of the nature of Gud three persons
or categories. It is the undivided nature belongiggally to the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Jn.10:30).

How then, does this not add up to three gods? &kleeF, Son and
Holy Spirit are not three separate gods becausertlyereal
distinction between them lies solely in the relasioips which relate
them one to another. Further, they do not sharattnieutes of God
in the sense of “taking turns” — one using perfece, another
using perfect mercy, etc. The Father, Son, and Splyit are not
simply ways in which God shows Himself. All threerBons of the
Tri-unity are distinct, eternal, and fully God.

A “being” is a single entity. That is, somethingtthas essence. A being is a separate idea from
personhood, which entails a center of consciousness

God is a single entity, but with three centersaisciousness. This is why the Son could pray to the
Father and talk with the Spirit. They are the samsubstance or essence, but distinct in subsistenc
when divine essence is the subject.

God is said to be one. When

divine persons are the subject,

distinction is made between the

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We

do not divide the essence of God

into three, for that would be

polytheism. The essence of God,

since He is spirit, is one.

Some prefer “unit” over essence or being. Thahige persons in one ultimate unit. The word ultena
is what is used to mean God. Thus all things thatultimately be called “God” are one in essence.
How the persons and the essence/unit are relatetbwet understand. With the aspect of personality,
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we expect some overlap with human nature, but @taled that God is more complex than anything He
has created.

False Assumptions

We often have difficulty with the idea of the Ttypbecause, as rational thinkers, we like to see
everything as an equation. Three persons cannat ege God. The equation does not add up, but God
is not an equation and the Three Persons do egedbod. We struggle with this truth because the
concept of three persons in one nature is quiterepur experience.
The common objection to accepting the tri-unityGafd is that the doctrine sacrifices monotheismafor
thinly-disguised tri-theism. But this objectiondased on misconceptions and limitations of human
makeup. That is, they make god in their own imd8gdey will look at man and limit God to what they
see in man. If we use mere rationalism, and natlagton from the Word of God, we will tend to faste
misunderstanding on this important doctrine.
The Biblical view
neither confounds
the Persons, nor
divides the divine
substance.

The New Testament shows the Members of the Goddeeatbsely associated together as to form a
unity (Mt.3:16-17; 28:19-20; 1Co0.12:4-6; 2Co.13:1@)ristians do not worship three Gods, but the One
True God who manifests Himself in three co-equal emeternal persons. If the biblical text calls
multiple individuals “God”, then we must acceptlarplity-in-God. Whether | can construct a theory
how these individuals “relate” is immaterial to tissue of truth. A lack of appropriate human anisg

or models of this plurality-in-unity is irrelevatd the issue of truth. Truth is truth whether | exmplain

it or not.

The Unity of God or God is One

There is one God who is indivisible. The PersonthefTrinity are not separate essences within tige o
divine essence. God is one in number and uniquembssNew Testament affirms the unity of God
(Ep.4:6; 1C0.8:4-6; 1Tm.2:5; Ja.2:19).

Composite Unity and the Shema
Judaism’s celebrated Shema found in Deuteronom¥ fis4a basic confession of faith, which teaches
the unity of God. *Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORBNd thou shalt love the LORD
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy spahd with all thy might.” There are two words for
“one” in Biblical Hebrew:ehad(composite unity—one made up of parts) gadidh(uniqueness-only
one of its kind). This verse is sometimes usedrboyps within the Jewish tradition to asset the
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numerical unity of God, over against what they pese as a “Christian” notion of plurality-in-unity.
But this verse actually does the opposite. Instéasingyahidh which MIGHT be of some support to
their position, it useshad which lends itself to the plurality position. Gider just two passages in
which ehadis used:

» Gen 2.24, the man and his wife will be oakdg flesh —clearly a

composite unity.

God does not conform to any equation we
may use. He is far more complex than
anything He creates. If we consider the
human body as complex it appears to us, it
Is quite simplistic compared to God.

[Adam and Eve] “...and they shall be one
flesh...” (Ge.2:29 1+1=1

* Ex 26:6, 11, the fifty gold clasps are useddtihe curtains together so
that the tent would be a unéhad.

The oneness or unity of God rules out any formadygheism. God insists on Israel’s loyalty to theeo
and only God (Du.4:35; 1s.45:14; 46:9).

Distinction of Persons

Old Testament Hints
The Old Testament provides a problem for Judaisthanit teaches a plurality of persons within one
essence of God. There is no easy explanation addept the exactness of what the Biblical textsay
There are examples in the use of plural pronoudschear passages which distinguish Persons and are
called God. These hints demonstrate that it isanotirate to sweepingly say the Old Testament solely
emphasized the oneness of God, while the New Testaemphasized the three persons of the
Godhead.

The use of the plural noun “elohim” for God, consis tently with a singular verb

One cannot argue that these are merely examplesooftranslating from the Hebrew to the English. If
indeed God is a plurality-in-unity, then this sigarphenomenon in the OT become understandable:
These are properly translated, including the granohthe pronouns used. Emphasis is added using
capital text to highlight key words that make tloenp.

* “And God said, Let US make man in our imagegra®UR likeness...”Ge.1:26

* “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is beean one of US..."Ge.3:22

* “Go to, let US go down, and there confound themguage, that they may not

understand one another's speeché.(L1:7)

* “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdoamd the knowledge of the HOLY

[gadoshiymplural for “Holy Ones”] is understandingP¢.9:10)
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This has been generally explained as a ‘plural &ksty’ or ‘singular of intensity’. If this incipre
plurality-in-unity was either an implication of rglous experience (e.g. “we experience Him as
multiple-agents in One God”) or simply a revelatitren there would be no better way to ‘say itthe
text thanelohim(plural) + verb (singular)!

Distinction Between Members of the Godhead
“Then the LORD [Jehovah] rained upon Sodom amthupomorrah brimstone and fire
from the LORD [Jehovah] out of heaverz€.19:24
. “Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called) he; | am the first, | also am the
last... Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; | havespaken in secret from the
beginning; from the time that it was, there annid aow the Lord GOD, and his Spirit,
hath sent me. "1¢.48:12, 16
. “The LORD [Jehovah]...he was their Saviour...the amddis presence saved
them...they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit...he fput his holy Spirit within
him...the Spirit of the LORD caused him to reds.63:7-14 selected)

. “And the LORD [Jehovah] said unto Satan, The LOR€&hovah] rebuke thee, O Satan”
(Zc.3:2)
. Isaiah 6:8, the famous vision of the throne of God wherestiaphim with veiled faces

cry out “Holy, Holy, Holy.” The similar scene in Relation 4:8 confirms the same
message where there three times “Holy” is declarede presence of God. It is
interesting that John attributes this passage ts0dn.12:41).

In God'’s overall plan each Each Member's Relation to Plan and Revelation

Member accompIISheS REVELATION: PLAN OF GOD: REVELATION: PLAN OF GOD:
SpeCifiC taSkS. PIUS the * All revelation < The Father * The Son * The Son
K A proceeds established /8 mediates and ~ became man
reve|at|on ()f God IS from the the plan Q‘f/ Ub objectively and went to
. . Father (Ep.1:1-4) A FA incarnates that  cross (1Jn.4:14)
effectively accomplished by “GOD
each member as well. HOLY SPIRIT
REVELATION: PLAN OF GOD:
+ Holy Spirit out pours * The Holy Spirit reveals the
the Word of God and plan and enables the believer
subjectively applies to accomplish the plan
that revelation to each (1C0.2:9-10; Ga.5:16)
\_ of us. )

Purposeful Distinction

The following verses go out of its way to distinglubetween the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.

The distinction is between the Persons of the EiGod.
* Mt.28:19, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bapgizirem in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
» 2 C0.13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the wh@od, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Anien.
* 1Pe.1:2 “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God Hather, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience andréging of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied”
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Narrative
The following verses distinguish between the Mermlaithe Godhead in various contexts. If one
tries to try to downplay the distinction the nanratbecomes clumsy and unintelligible. To simply
read the text in its normal use is to clearly fihd distinction.
* Mt.3:16-17, “Jesus...the Spirit of God descending like a dow&oice out of the
heavens, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whaamlwell-pleased.” [Compare also
Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22]
* Lu.1:35, “And the angel answered and said unto her, THg Bbost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshatiee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the &oGod”.
« Jn.3:34-35 “**For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of 8BoGod giveth
not the Spirit by measure unto hifiThe Father loveth the Son, and hath given all
things into his hand.”
«Jn.10:30Q “I and my Father are one.” [He was referring indrtk essence. The Father
and the Son are two distinct persons in the Godhméadhey have identical essence.]
*Jn.14:16 “And | will pray the Father, and he shall giveuyanother Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever” [The next verse expdatihat the Counselor is said to be
“the Spirit of truth; He abides with you and He Mzé in you.”]
* Jn.14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whoine Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things, and brlhthismgs to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you.”
« Jn.16:13-15 “**Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, hi# guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; butatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to corfele shall glorify me: for he shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unto yol3All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore
said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shewto you.”
* Jn.20:28 “And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord emy God”
« Ac.2:32-33 “**This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all #resses.
%3 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, laaving received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth thisich ye now see and hear.”
« Ac.2:38-39 “**Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bagsizey one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sind,ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.**For the promise is unto you, and to your childeerd to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”

Epistemological Distinction
The epistles repeatedly show a distinction amoegMtbmbers of the Godhead. The role of the
Persons in the Godhead is taught throughout masgagas. To minimize the distinction is to
subjectively deny the simple message of a partidald. That is, we confuse the message for a
preconceived notion at best. At worse, it is toydeith the intent to deceive others.
* R0.15:16 “That | should be the minister of Jesus Chrighi Gentiles, ministering the
gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentitaght be acceptable, being sanctified
by the Holy Ghost.”
* R0.15:3(, “Now | beseech you, brethren, for the Lord J&Shsst's sake, and for the
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love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with meyour prayers to God for me”

« 1C0.12:4-6 ““Now there are diversities of gifts, but the sam&iSpAnd there are
differences of administrations, but the same L&ahd there are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God which workeltimall.”

« 2C0.3:4-6 “*And such trust have we through Christ to God-waXifit that we are
sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as ofsmlves; but our sufficiency is of God;
®Who also hath made us able ministers of the netartemt; not of the letter, but of the
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit gitrelife.”

« Ga.4:4-6 “*But when the fulness of the time was come, God feetit his Son, made
of a woman, made under the |a&fip redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sofidnd because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abbatlrer.”

« Ep.4:3-6, “*Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in lead of peacé'There is
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are calleséhope of your callingOne Lord,
one faith, one baptismfiOne God and Father of all, who is above all, anduth all, and
in you all.”

« Ti.3:5-6, “*Not by works of righteousness which we have doneabcording to his
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneratimhrenewing of the Holy Ghost;
®Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Ghnisaviour”

« 1Th.1:2-3 “®We give thanks to God always for you all, makingntin of you in our
prayers2Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, &tsbur of love, and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in thetf God and our Father”

« He.10:12,15 “*?But this man, after he had offered one sacrifigesfos for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God >Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for
after that he had said before”

* 1Jn.1:3 “That which we have seen and heard declare we ymi, that ye also may
have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowshgwith the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ.”

It is interesting that the most explicit verse teag the tri-unity of God is one of the most hadigbated
verse in the biblel(John 5:7). “For there are three that bear record in heatrenFather, the Word, and
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” We caytdb not desire to take on this textual criticism
debate, but we want to express our confidenceisnviirse as authentic.

Angel of the Lord as Jehovah
The following passages teach that the Angel oLtire is both God, yet refers to someone else as God
Thus a plurality of agents is clearly taught. Thiera separate study for this topic.
Genesis 16; 18; 21; 22; 31; Exodus 3; 13:21-221920; Numbers 22:34-35; 22:38; 23:12; Judges 2:1-
4; 1 Chronicles 21.

Spirit of the Lord
The following passages teach a plurality of agéms are God and yet somehow still agents within
God. There is a separate study for this topic.
Genesis 1:1-3; Numbers 11:29; Psalm 51:11; 104sa@iah 32:15; 42:1; 48:16; 63:11; Ezekiel 36:27,
Haggai 2:5, etc.
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Summary

The doctrine of the tri-unity honestly and adeglyatepresents what the Bible reveals about theraatu
of God. Two other points that help support theutrity of God will be studied later in the courséey
are the Angel of the Lord as Jehovah, and thetSygithe Lord.

All of the “Persons” of God (in
the Ultimate) are somehow
involved in human history. The
relationship between the Persons
is never made explicit in the
revealed data, perhaps because it
is ‘beyond’ the understanding of
humans.

The plurality-in-unity is both a
Judaism and Christian doctrine,
insofar as the Old and New
Testaments are concerned.

QUESTIONS
Why is the doctrine of the tri-unity so difficulh articulate?
How many times does the word “Trinity” occur in tBéle?
When Jesus said in John 10:30 “I and the Fathevraa® what does He mean?
Does John 10:30 imply oneness, distinction of Rexsor both?
Does John 10:30 say or mean that Jesus is therZathe

arwnE
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6. When the Bible names the Father, Son, and HolyitSgaes it mean three Gods?
7.
8. True or False — The real distinction between thiaéia Son, and Holy Spirit is between the

What evidence in Scripture assures us that Fa8wer, and Holy Spirit are all three one God?

relation among the Persons, or in His essence?
Does “being” and “personhood” have the same meé&nihigot, what is the difference?

10.1s the doctrine of the Trinity consistent with h@wd presents Himself in the Old Testament?
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